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hatred and the medicine for all the evil passions that assail our life; for whoever looks on these, not as guilt incurred, but only as sores and diseases of which men are victims, is quite consistent in commending them simply to hospital treatment, and pleading for the tender mercy which will best provide it. Spinoza, therefore, is strictly within his own logical limits when he claims for his 'generous' man, himself entirely free from all inharmonious passions, the disposition to exorcise them in every mind less sane by the power of rational affection; and crowns his claim with the memorable words, ' He who would return hatred for injury lives a miserable life indeed. But one who sets himself to lay siege to hatred with love you cannot deny to be a safe and happy warrior. With equal ease he faces a single foe or a host, and asks no aid from fortune. Yes; and those whom he conquers yield to him with joy, not with beaten but with augmented strength1.' It is no wonder that this noble passage should be appealed to in evidence that the ethics of Spinoza rose to the level of the Christian ; there is not here the faintest discord between the two. Only, there is this difference to be remembered: that Spinoza makes room for this enterprise of love by removing the ideas of sin and duty out of the way; Christianity proclaims it, not only without any such sacrifice, but while kindling these very ideas to the highest intensity. In this, the paradox lof Philosophy, is the triumph of Religion.
The rational life, which sums itself up in Fortitude^ is more free as well as more complete in a commonwealth than in solitude, where the individual is his own master; for, till he is in relation with others, he does not reach the common or concurrent elements of life, which are the base of all reasonable conatus for self-conservation, and is in danger of desires which conflict with the conditions of social harmony. So the peculiar security, of the autonomous life, i. e. the guarantee for constancy in its immunity from passion, lies in the knowledge of God; i. e. in the assurance which is 1 Eth. IV. xlvi. and SchoL
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